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MSA designates 2012:
The Year of the Motor Club

The Motor Sports Association will increase its support for
its registered Motor Clubs this year, as it looks to assist the
sport at grass roots level through challenging times, says
MSA Chief Executive, Colin Hilton.
The governing body’s support will come
in the form of increased financial grants,
a substantial ring-fenced fund, and a new
impetus from the Go Motorsport campaign
to help clubs grow their membership.

available for some club projects. As in the
past these grants must be match-funded by
the club, but the MSA is confident that this
funding can make a substantial difference to
clubs’ ambitions.

The MSA Board last month approved
a one-off grant of £200,000 to the Club
Development Fund, on the understanding
that this money would be specifically
allocated for club development activity and
the improvement of safety at events.

“In the 15 years since it was established,
the Club Development Fund has granted
almost £1m to enable projects with a total
value of nearly £5m,” says Colin Hilton. “Last
year, for the first time, we awarded more
than £100,000 to assist 66 projects and with
this increased commitment to the level of
funding, that amount is certain to be eclipsed
this year. We recognise the essential
investments that clubs have to make on
an on-going basis, so we try to assist them
where possible through the Fund.”

As a result, the Board has agreed to double
the amount that the Club Development
Fund can award to MSA-registered clubs
from £2,500 to £5,000 per application. It
has also been agreed that in exceptional
circumstances, further grants could be made

Go Motorsport 2012 to focus on Club development
As part of the MSA’s commitment to helping
its 750-strong club membership, the Go
Motorsport campaign will this year evolve to
focus much more on helping clubs with their
marketing and promotional efforts.

in association with a representative of a
local motor club or motor sport venue.

Through the MSA’s network of nine
Regional Development Officers, dedicated
assistance will be available for clubs that
have demonstrated their commitment
to developing their membership. These
‘Development Clubs’ will work with the
RDOs to instigate local marketing activities,
including putting on regular novice-friendly
events to bring new people into the sport.

“In order to maintain a strong sport,
we have to help clubs to grow their
memberships,” said Ben Taylor, MSA
Director of Development. “We recognise that
some clubs are better at this than others,
while many are too busy organising events
to be able to think about where the next
generation is coming from. If we can provide
clubs with additional resource to help them
with their recruitment activity, we can start
to make a real difference to the growth of
the sport. We have already seen some great
examples of this in action during last year’s
National Motorsport Week, so now we want
to spread the benefit even further.”

The RDOs will continue to take the motor
sport message to schools and colleges in
their regions, but again this will now be done

The Go Motorsport stand at this week’s
Autosport International will be themed ‘Join
your local motor club’ (see page 5).
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Mansell, Newey and
Mouton honoured

Webster named RSF MSA Young Driver of the Year

Formula Renault BARC vice-champion Josh Webster was named the 2011 RSF
MSA Young Driver of the Year following a shootout with four other MSA Apprentices
at Pure Tech Racing in December.
The prize is awarded annually to a student enrolled on the Advanced Apprenticeship
in Sporting Excellence (AASE) in Motor Sport programme, which forms part of the
MSA Academy.
Five apprentices were short-listed for this year’s award: Webster, 17 from Suffolk;
Max Coates, 17 from North Yorkshire; Jody Fannin, 18 from Surrey; Chris McCarthy,
18 from London; and David Wagner, 18 from Glasgow.
The drivers went head-to-head in PTR’s state-of-the-art, linked-up race simulators. A
qualifying session set the grid for 40 minutes of racing that witnessed no fewer than
four different leaders, before Wagner took the lead four laps from the end to claim
victory.
After lunch the drivers delivered short presentations on what they have learned as
AASE students in front of the judges: MSA Performance Director Robert Reid; RSF’s
Derek Walters; MSA Director of Development and Communications Ben Taylor;
Autosport magazine’s Ben Anderson; and 2010 winner Jake Cook.
“I’m absolutely delighted to win this award and I would like to thank the RSF, the
MSA Academy and the judges for this great honour,” said Webster. “I hope to repay
the faith that has been shown in me by being a good ambassador for AASE and the
Academy and using my experiences to encourage other young drivers to make the
most of the great opportunities offered by the MSA.”

Championship-winning F1 designer
Adrian Newey and 1992 world champion
Nigel Mansell have been recognised in
the Queen’s New Year Honours list.
Newey has received an OBE in
recognition of his services to motor
sport, having designed race- and
championship-winning cars for multiple
grand prix teams including Williams,
McLaren and Red Bull. Meanwhile
Mansell is president of the charity UK
Youth and has been made a CBE for
services to children and young people.
Newey and Mansell are not the
only members of the motor sport
community to have been recognised.
French president Nicolas Sarkozy has
honoured Michele Mouton, the only
female driver to win a round of the
FIA World Rally Championship, with
the rank of Chevalier de la Légion
d’honneur. Mouton is currently the FIA
WRC Manager and president of the FIA
Women and Motor Sport Commission.

Webster will receive a cheque for £1000 at the MSA’s prestigious Night of
Champions ceremony at the Royal Automobile Club next Friday (20 January). All
finalists also received a Grand Prix Racewear voucher worth £100.

MSA magazine reader survey
Last year the MSA and Think Publishing launched the new-format MSA magazine, and we’d
like to hear what you think about the publication and the types of content that you’d like to see
in future issues.
Anyone completing the survey will be entered into a free prize draw to win a pair of tickets for
the Rally of Great Britain in September. All responses will be treated in complete confidence
and will not be passed to any third party.
To take part in the survey please click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8C6PB8P
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McCalla wins Renault MSA journalism
award…
Dan McCalla has been named the 2011 Renault MSA Young
Motor Sport Journalist of the Year.
Established in 2002 in association with Renault UK, the
award is designed to find and recognise the most promising
British motor sport journalists aged 25 or under.
Hailing from Milton Keynes, Dan joined Motorsport News in
2007 and began covering the UK karting scene. Since then
he has risen through the ranks to become the paper’s Rallying Editor – a role that
includes travelling across the globe covering the FIA World Rally Championship – at
just 23 years of age.
“I’m delighted to have been named the Renault MSA Young Journalist of the Year;
it’s the biggest award in motor sport journalism, which is why my peers and I take it
so seriously,” said McCalla. “The Night of Champions takes place during a 24-hour
break in the Monte Carlo Rally which I’ll be covering for MN, so I’m going to jump on
the TGV into London and head to the ceremony, then fly straight back to Monaco the
next morning. I only get one chance to collect my award so I’m not going to miss it!”

…While Romney takes snappers’ prize
Dom Romney has won the Renault MSA Young Motor Sport Photographer of the
Year award for the second time.

Dom Romney, Modernpics.co.uk

Romney, age 21 from Lincolnshire, used his first award win in 2009 as a
springboard to becoming a successful freelance photographer. His work has
since appeared in a wide variety of publications, such as Motor Sport, Fast Bikes,
American Car and MSA.
“There’s no other award in
the automotive photography
industry quite like Renault
MSA Young Photographer
of the Year,” he said. “After
winning for the first time in
2009 I quickly realised how
beneficial it was, particularly
when introducing myself to
new clients. I wouldn’t be
where I am now without the
award, and I intend to use this second win to further my career in ways that wouldn’t
otherwise be possible.”

Historic Sporting Trials set for revival

A new organisation has been set up to help preserve post-war Sporting Trials cars.
The Historic Sporting Trials Association (HSTA) has found almost 50 such cars
since distributing a leaflet last year, and now aims to provide suitable single-venue
trials. The main class will be for cars built between 1952 and 1970, running with
Ford sidevalve1172 or BMC 950 engines and built to the period trials rules.
The HSTA also plans to use the public highway
to travel short distances between sections,
which is possible in road-registered pre-1965
Sporting Trials cars.
For more information, visit www.htsa.co.uk or
search for Historic Sporting Trials Association
on Facebook.

National Motorsport
Week 2012 toolkit now
available
The MSA has prepared a ‘toolkit’ to
help clubs and the organisations take
full advantage of this year’s National
Motorsport Week, which runs from 30
June to 8 July.
The toolkit contains National Motorsport
Week logos, UK motor sport industry
facts and statistics, and ideas for events
and initiatives to support the campaign
and bring newcomers into the sport.
Last year’s week-long celebration of
the sport featured activities ranging
from open days at M-Sport in Cumbria
and fund-raising cycle rides around
Silverstone to a plethora of novice
taster days organised by motor clubs
throughout the country.
National Motorsport Week 2011 also
achieved widespread exposure across
television, radio, print and online media.
David Coulthard’s first experiences of
grass roots motor sport aired to more
than three million viewers as part of the
BBC’s coverage of the European GP
at the start of the week. Other national
media to carry dedicated National
Motorsport Week stories included BBC
Radio 5 Live, The Daily Telegraph, The
Daily Mirror and The Sun, as well as
specialist publications Autosport and
Autocar.
Almost 10,000 enthusiasts entered
a series of online competitions to
win factory tours at the eight UKbased Formula One teams. These
competitions were hosted on the MSA’s
www.GoMotorsport.net website, which
enjoyed a tenfold increase in visitor
numbers during National Motorsport
Week.
To view the National Motorsport Week
2012 toolkit, visit
www.msauk.org/uploadedfiles/
NMW2012Toolkit.zip
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Euroclassic to take in famous European circuits

The MSA’s commercial subsidiary, International Motor Sports (IMS), has confirmed
that the 2012 MSA Euroclassic will run from 24 September to 2 October.

APPOINTMENTS

The annual pan-European classic car tour is scheduled to start this year in Leon,
Spain, before heading through the country and into France, culminating in Tours.
There will be visits to the Jarama, Albi and Magny Cours race circuits, and a full rest
day in Madrid.
IMS Chief Executive
Andrew Coe said:
“As always, we have
listened carefully to
the feedback from
the participants on
our 2011 event and
are incorporating as
much as possible
to offer a truly
spectacular route
for 2012, including
the return of some
stunning town centre
and overnight halt
locations. We intend that the 20th anniversary MSA Euroclassic will truly be one to
remember!”
Regulations and entry forms are expected to be available from early February.
Visit www.euro-classic.co.uk for updates.

Sims to climb Kilimanjaro for Surtees charity
Team UK graduate Alexander Sims is set to climb Mount Kilimanjaro in support
of the Henry Surtees Foundation, a brain and physical injury charity established
following the death of Henry (pictured below with his father John) in 2009.
Sims, who was Surtees’ team-mate in Formula Renault UK in 2008, expects to
make the 19,300ft climb over nine days, staring on 28 January. “I’m doing the climb
with my brother and a mountaineering
company; we don’t fancy tackling it on
our own! We’re funding the trip ourselves
and 100 per cent of donations will go to
the Henry Surtees Foundation.”
Donations can be made at http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
fundraiser-web/fundraiser/
showFundraiserProfilePage.
action?userUrl=AlexanderSims

Phil Pavord, 1949-2011
The MSA is saddened to report that Phil Pavord, Route Liaison Officer (RLO) for
Wiltshire, has passed away after battling Legionnaires Disease.
Phil started his motor sport career in Road Rallying. He was a member of Devizes &
District Motor Club and was part of the Myotis rally organising team.
The MSA sends its condolences to Phil’s family and friends. He will be sorely
missed.

New Licensing Manager
Michael Wentworth has been appointed
the MSA’s new Licensing Manager,
having served successfully as Deputy
Manager for the past 12 months.
Wentworth, 25, joined the MSA
Competition Authorisation Office in
2005. He moved to the Licensing
Department the following year, and has
since been involved in special projects
such as switching from paper to credit
card-style licences.
“I’m delighted to have this opportunity
to lead the Licensing Department and
will strive to ensure that we deliver
as efficient and effective a service as
possible for our licence holders,” he said.

New Radio Co-ordinators
appointed
The MSA is pleased to announce
the appointment of two new Radio
Coordinators for 2012.
Sue Fielding takes on the Kent, Surrey,
East and West Sussex areas, which
were previously looked after and
supervised by her late husband Mike.
Meanwhile Carola James takes charge
on the Isle of Man, an area with its own
unique pressures and challenges.
The MSA appoints Radio Co-ordinators
to supervise use of the MSA’s unique
Safety Radio Frequency, as well as
the training and development of Radio
Marshals and Controllers.
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Autosport International, 12-15 January
Team UK 2012 to be unveiled on Friday
The 2012 Team UK line-up will be formally unveiled on the
Autosport Stage at 3.15pm on Friday.
The national squad will be joined on
stage by MSA Performance Director
Robert Reid and National Race Coach
David Brabham. “We’re very excited
about the new Team UK line-up as the
programme enters its third year,” said Reid. “We believe that
the squad comprises the most promising young drivers and
co-drivers in UK motor sport right now, and we will make sure
they are equipped with the knowledge and skills they need to
maximise their chances of reaching the top of the sport.”

Club motor sport on display at ASI
Go Motorsport’s display stand at Autosport International (1215 January) will be promoting all forms of grass roots motor
sport, as organised by hundreds of MSA-registered clubs
throughout the UK.
Proving that motor sport is both more affordable and more
accessible than many believe, the ‘Join Your Local Motor
Club’ showcase at the National Exhibition Centre will feature
an array of inexpensive competition vehicles manned by club
members.
Cars on show will include those regularly used for a wide
range of disciplines including Road Rallies, Sporting Trials,
Autotests and Sprints. Many are unmodified road cars
providing potential participants with one of the most costeffective ways of enjoying competitive motor sport without the
need to invest in specialist machinery. Several of the vehicles
also feature special controls permitting those with disabilities
to compete alongside their normally-abled opponents.
“The Go Motorsport initiative is all about dispelling many of
the myths regarding the perceived costs of getting involved in
motor sport,” said MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton. “You can
have an enormous amount of enjoyment for very little financial
outlay. This is an important message and one that is often
overshadowed by the huge budgets found at the top level of
our sport. Anyone wanting further proof of the fun to be had at
grass roots level should visit the ‘Join Your Local Motor Club’
display at this week’s Autosport International.”
MSA-registered clubs participating on the Go Motorsport
stand at Autosport International are: Herefordshire Motor Club;
Loughborough Car Club; the Mercia Motor Sports group;
North Humberside Motor Club; Owen Motoring Club; Oxford
Motor Club; Peterborough Car Club; Quinton Motor Club;
Wolverhampton & South Staffordshire Car Club and the British
Motorsport Marshals Club.

Team UK is a select band of drivers that represents the
pinnacle of the MSA Academy driver development pathway. In
addition to David Brabham as National Race Coach, James
Wozencroft acts as National Rally Coach, while Nicky Grist
oversees the development of the country’s top young codrivers.

Surtees to present BWRDC awards on
MSA stand
John Surtees OBE will appear on the MSA stand at 11am
on Friday (13 January) to present the British Women Racing
Drivers Club (BWRDC) GoldStars.
The BWRDC awards GoldStars to highlight promising female
drivers. As well as the distinction of the
accolade, winners receive a day’s testing at
Donington Park, a Grand Prix Racewear
voucher, a simulator session at iZone, an
IWI watch, a drum of Millers Oils engine
oil, a discount on helmet design from Piers
Dowell, and a flameproof bra from Stand 21.
BWRDC chairman Helen Bashford-Malkie
said: “We are very honoured to have John Surtees present
the GoldStars awards for us this year and delighted that MSA
Chief Executive Colin Hilton has welcomed us to the MSA
stand for the presentations.”

MIA to run engineering workshops
The Motorsport Industry Association (MIA) is running half-day
motor sport engineering workshops at Autosport International,
allowing visitors to learn the secrets of car set-up from two
Chief Race Engineers.
The three-hour workshops are open to both amateurs and
professionals during the Saturday and Sunday of the show
(14-15 January). Priced at £130, each workshop gives
participants access to the show for the rest of the day.
For more information visit www.the-mia.com
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Motor Sports Council decisions
affecting 2012 regulations
During its final meeting of 2011 the regulatory body of UK motor sport, the Motor Sports Council,
approved a number of regulatory decisions with effect from 1 January 2012.

Taster events

Rallies regulation changes

Motor Sports Council approved new regulations that permit
MSA-registered clubs to organise taster events to encourage
first-time participation in motor sport. This was considered to
be of great importance to the growth of the sport’s grassroots,
in line with the MSA’s Go Motorsport campaign to encourage
involvement at all levels.

The following Rallies regulation changes were approved:

The new regulations can be accessed in full on the MSA
website: http://www.msauk.org/uploadedfiles/regulations/
TasterEventRegs.pdf

Race Licences
An approved regulation change clarifies the criteria for
exemption from taking an ARDS course. The action sheet
detailing this regulation change can be accessed on the MSA
website.
The action sheet detailing this regulation change can be
accessed on the MSA website: http://www.msauk.org/
uploadedfiles/regulations/ARDSRegs.pdf

Competition numbers
New Circuit Racing regulations were approved that allow
competition numbers to be moved to vehicles’ rear side
windows, subject to approval by the MSA. The new regulations
in full can be accessed on the MSA website.
The new regulations in full can be accessed on the MSA
website: http://www.msauk.org/uploadedfiles/regulations/
RaceNumberRegs.pdf

R48.7.2. Cars must be fitted with a self seal connector of a type
complying with J5.13. Except as provided for in J5.13.7 cars
issued with a current CCLB prior to 1st January 2009 are not
required to have a self seal connector.
Reason: Relaxation. It was not Rallies Committee’s intention
to require the fitting of Dry Break Couplings to older rally cars
competing at club level. This relaxation applies solely to fuel
injected cars with a CCLB issued before 2009 competing in
championships that are neither British nor MSA Titled.
Date of implementation: 1st January 2012
R48.2.8. Historic Rally Cars that are fully compliant with 49
are permitted without a restriction on engine capacity in Stage
Rallies.
Reason: Relaxation and clarification. A consequence of the
major changes to Stage Rally vehicle eligibility that came into
effect in 2009 was the imposition of capacity limits on Historic
Rally Cars issued with a CCLB after 1st January 2009 when
competing in Stage Rallies other than Historic Stage Rallies.
Date of implementation: 1st January 2012

New Kart classes
It was agreed that it would be inappropriate for new Kart classes
to be introduced during the period to 2013, when replacement
regulations and a new homologation procedure will be
introduced. The current suspension of MSA General Regulation
(U)1.2. is therefore extended until 31 December 2012.

Penalty points in Kart events
A new trial of the suspension of penalty points in Kart events
was authorised. This trial:
• Suspends MSA General Regulation (C)2.1.5.(i) Driving and
(C)2.1.5.(ii) Failure to comply with flag or light signals in Kart
events until 31 December 2012 or any earlier date decided
by Council
• Requires penalties to be applied in line with the Penalty
Summary Sheet, as provided to the Clerk of the Course, or a
written explanation as to why not
• Asks that MSA Stewards observe and report on the trial
implementation and effect from each Kart meeting they attend
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Clarification of (J)5.2.1
Section J applies to all categories of vehicle. To clarify, the first paragraph of
(J)5.2.1 requires that the vehicle occupant(s) be isolated from components
with the potential to cause injury. This is pretty straightforward in closed
cockpit cars such as touring cars, which generally feature a “box” containing
the engine and another for the occupants. However, it is not quite so well
defined in vehicles such as single-seater race cars.
The MSA has received a number of queries on this regulation, mainly
regarding suspension system issues. There are many single-seater race
cars that feature either a single or a pair of shock absorber/spring units
mounted within the chassis above the driver’s legs, typically with bell
cranks and rods connecting to the uprights. These items are outside of the
volume occupied by the driver’s legs and it is considered that there is a
very low risk of a hazard being created; this is time-proven.
Typically, forward of the pedal box are the hydraulic cylinders, and while
the “bulkhead” of the pedal box is unlikely to be fluid-tight, the reality is that
the risk of fluid getting into the volume occupied by the driver’s legs or onto
the pedals is very low. Again, this is time-proven and acceptable.
It is common for the suspension members to be mounted inside the body
skin, whether the skin is a removal panel or panelling riveted to the chassis.
The sketch plan below shows a typical arrangement where the pivots are
carried by vertical members in the chassis structure, with the bodywork
holed to enable the wishbones/suspension arms to pass through.
As shown, should there be a lateral impact causing a pivot to fail, the end of
the wishbone/suspension member is prevented from intruding and possibly
spearing the driver’s legs because of the “anti-intrusion bar” coming up
against the vertical chassis member. As such there is a very low hazard
risk and it is therefore acceptable. If there was no “intrusion bar” it would be
a very different situation, for the end of the wishbone could perhaps spear
the driver’s leg. The same applies if the ends of the wishbone are “inside”
the vertical members, rather than as shown below. There are other ways
of preventing intrusion; it is simply a case of considering what happens if
something breaks, how likely it is to break and what the consequences are.
The answers to those questions will enable you decide whether there is a
realistic hazard.

Speed Events Overalls
requirements
Competitors in Speed events are reminded that
they are required to wear FIA homologated overalls
from 1 January 2012. These can be either 1986 or
2000 FIA Standard.

Clarification of ROPS
Requirements for Sprint & Hill
Climb Vehicles
(S)10 covers basic requirements for Sprint & Hill
Climb vehicles. (S)10.1.1 states: “Roll-over Safety
Bars K.1 to K1.2, except for cars of Periods A-E
(Nomenclature and definitions)”. Those two
regulations merely set out the definitions and
outline requirements for mandatory ROPS, and do
not state that all cars in Sprint and Hill Climb have
to be equipped with ROPS.
(S)10.1.2 states: “Road-Going Series Production
and Road-Going Specialist Production, K.1.6.1
or K1.6.2 recommended”. Note the word
‘recommended’; it is therefore acceptable in
those categories either: not to have a ROPS; to
have a ROPS that does meet the requirements
of Section K; to have a ROPS that does not meet the
requirements of Section K.
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