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Evans wins as UK’s premier
rally championship returns
The MSA British Rally Championship sprang back to life on
the Mid Wales Stages (5-6 March), with top seeds Elfyn Evans
and co-driver Craig Parry scoring a narrow victory on home
soil after a stellar two-day contest.
Having been rested in 2015, the BRC was redrawn from a
clean sheet of paper and relaunched with spectacular results.
Now under the control of International Motor Sports, the MSA’s
commercial subsidiary, the championship has attracted more
than 50 crews, including almost every R5 rally car in the UK.
Among them are several foreign competitors such as
Sweden’s Fredrick Alin and his Norwegian navigator Morton
Erik Abrahamsen, who took a turn in the lead before ﬁnishing
second. Welshman Tom Cave and his co-driver James
Morgan, an MSA Academy member, completed the podium.
The victorious Evans said: “To have won the ﬁrst two WRC2
rallies and now here is a great start to the year. I am really
pleased to have won – the last event I won outright was in
2011, so it has been a long time coming.”
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The DMACK Junior BRC provided equal excitement, with
three marques battling it out. The lead swapped between
Englishman Gus Greensmith and Swedish star Sindre
Furuseth, with the former emerging victorious at the end of the
68-mile event.
BBC Top Gear presenter Chris Harris was also in action
aboard the rear-wheel-drive Toyota GT86 CS-R3. Harris
experienced electrical gremlins on the opening day but
returned to action on day two, ﬁnishing 30th overall.
MSA Team UK’s Osian Pryce dominated the National Rally
Cup in his Mitsubishi Mirage. The Welshman ended the event
over eight minutes clear of Swede Robert Bloomberg in a
similar car.
The next event will take crews cross the Irish Sea to tackle the
classic Circuit of Ireland (8/9 April).

MSA_BRC
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@MSA_BRC
chris harris @harrismonkey Mar 7 About as
much fun as you can have in a car. GT86 on
gravel.
Mid Wales Stages @MidWalesStages Mar 6
THANK YOU to the volunteers who supported
our event this year - true hero’s!
@ThanksMarshal #thanksmarshal #MWS16
Matthew James Wilson@mattyjim1 Mar 6
Congratulations @ElfynEvans a great start to the
new @MSA_BRC Well done also to Ahlin and
Cave on making it a Fiesta R5 1-2-3
Jack Benyon @Benyon24 Mar 6 Don’t forget to
pick up @MNRally for more on the
@MidWalesStages @MSA_BRC and a full
report.
Nicky Grist Stages @NGStages Mar 6 It was a
hugely successful @MidWalesStages 2016. The
@MSA_BRC is well and truly back! #BRC
Iain Campbell @skunnercampbell Mar 6 Phew,
1st @MSA_BRC done, 6 to go. Trying to catch
up on the social media but it’s nuts how much
you are all involved

www.msabrc.com

@MSA_BRC

/MSABRC

MSA @MSAUK Mar 6 @MSAAcademy coaches
are supporting @DMACK_Tyres Junior
@MSA_BRC competitors throughout the
championship. #BRC
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BRC round 1 in pics
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@MSA_BRC

www.msabrc.com

@MSA_BRC

/MSABRC
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Needham and Morley receive top accolades
HRH Prince Michael of Kent GCVO, Honorary President of the Motor Sports
Council, presented his Award of Merit to Les Needham (above left) during
Motor Sports Council’s annual dinner (1 March).
Needham became involved in

presented to David Morley (above

Also marked was Derek Redfern’s

motorsport in 1937 and has since

right), a highly experienced and

retirement (below middle) from

spent decades as an organiser

respected timekeeper, who has

a six-year tenure on Motor

and administrator, from club level

been a volunteer member of the

Sports Council. Derek worked on

up right to the F1 British Grand

MSA Timekeeping Advisory Panel

Autosport and Motorsport News for

Prix and the RAC Rally. He has

for over 20 years.

nearly 45 years while at Haymarket

stewarded all forms of four-wheel
motorsport and was a member of
the MSA Speed, Safety, Off Road
and Judicial Committees, as well as
Motor Sports Council.
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MSA Chairman Alan Gow
recognised John Symes’ retirement

and made a valuable contribution to
the sport’s governance.

as MSA Technical Director. Symes

This year’s after dinner speaker was

received a special commemorative

Dr Paul Trafford (below right) , who

award in recognition of more than

entertained the guests with tales

At the same dinner the MSA

20 years dedicated service at Motor

from over 30 years as a motorsport

Lifetime Achievement Award was

Sports House (below left).

doctor working across the globe.

@D2BDofﬁcial

MSA NEWS | MARCH 2016

GREAT Britain @GREATBritain Mar 8 Driving
female talent. Find out about @Susie_Wolff
and @MSAUK’s Dare To Be Different
campaign #IWD2016 @D2BDofﬁcial

CLICK TO

WATCH

Dare to be Different already
Changing the Game
The new MSA initiative Dare to be Different has been making waves
since its high-proﬁle launch at Autosport International in January. The allimportant online community is now live, with hundreds of members now
active and sharing their stories, opportunities and advice with one another.

Ashleigh Hartwell @Ashleighhphoto Mar 7
Looking for female #Racing drivers in the
#westmidlands and #cotswolds to help with
a #photograpic project! @D2BDofﬁcial @
Susie_Wolff
Dare To Be Different @D2BDofﬁcial Mar 7
Introducing another of our community
members! @MissRaiMottram - a Promotions
& Partnership manager @BAMMotorsports
Dare To Be Different @D2BDofﬁcial Mar 1
Great day doing some ﬁlming for
#InternationalWomenDay! Keep a look out on
March 8th #D2BD

Fellow founder Susie Wolff has been busy in front of the TV cameras, with
the initiative featuring on the Sky children’s programme Game Changers.
Susie’s inspiring story, and a little help from the Williams F1 show car,
helped widen eyes and open imaginations in the studio and across the
country, as the next generation of potential drivers, engineers, TV presenters
and volunteers took their ﬁrst step towards a passion for our sport.
At the other end of the scale, she spoke to the huge workforce at
multinational company Unilever on International Women’s Day ensuring that
Dare to be Different is committed to Driving Female Talent at all ages and in
all areas of the sport.
Plans are now well underway for the ﬁrst of ﬁve headline events for 8- to
14-year-olds that will give them a ﬂavour of all the various areas of motor
sport open to them. Daytona Sandown Park will play host to over 100 girls
as they try out karting, engineering challenges, a piece to the Sky Sports F1
cameras and much more!
To sign up to the community and ﬁnd out more, head to
www.daretobedifferent.org

Dare To Be Different @D2BDofﬁcial Feb 26
So proud to be on the @WilliamsRacing
F1 car this season. A big thank you to our
Ambassador, Claire Williams.
Dare To Be Different @D2BDofﬁcial Feb 19
We’re ready to rock @Yourallypally for the
#Spectacular2016 Spark event! Come and
see us in the Panorama Room! #D2BD
Dare To Be Different @D2BDofﬁcial Feb 16
Interested in a career in motorsport
journalism? Read the inspirational story of
@lucymorson https://goo.gl/8DHZ3w

D2BD reaches out to Girl Guides
The Dare to be Different team was delighted to
meet with thousands of eager Girl Guides at their
Spark event at Alexandra Palace. With over 350 girls
signing up to ﬁnd out more about the initiative, it was
a fantastic opportunity to reach new people and,
alongside the Go Motorsport stand, introduce the
sport to a whole new group of people.

@D2BDofﬁcial
D2BDofﬁcial
D2BDofﬁcial
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Exciting developments for relaunched
MSA British Kart Championships
The MSA has revealed further details about the revamped 2016 MSA British Junior and Senior
Kart Championships, which will be promoted by Super One Series and run over three rounds.
from teams and drivers points towards
the OK engines being a hugely exciting
challenge, and probably faster than the
KF class. We just can’t wait to see them
in action at our British circuits.”

Vortex (OTK) will supply the CIKhomologated DDJ engine for the
returning MSA British Junior Kart
Championship (CIK OKJ class).
Meanwhile the DDS engine (also CIKhomologated) will be used in the MSA
British Senior Kart Championship (CIK
OK class).

will feature the XM (prime) tyre (also
CIK-homologated) (above). The wet tyre
for both championships will be the CIKhomologated Vega W5. These will also
be used internationally as the selected
tyres for this year’s CIK-FIA OKJ and OK
championships.

The Junior championship will run Vega’s
CIK-homologated XH (option) tyre,
(above) while the Senior championship
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John Hoyle, Super One promoter, said:
“This decision will put a structure in
place for the resumption of the premier
MSA British Kart Championship series
once again in the UK. All the feedback

In a further exciting development,
there will be a special prize for the
MSA British Junior and Senior Kart
Champions: works drives with a Vortex
team (Tonykart Racing Team or Kosmic
Racing Department) in the 2016 CIK-FIA
World Championships in Bahrain (16-19
November). This will be fully funded by
OTK, including race entry, race material,
mechanic, ﬂights, accommodation and
subsistence.
Super One Series will conﬁrm the
championship dates and venues shortly.

Kartpix.net
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@msauk
MSA @MSAUK Mar 8 Happy
#InternationalWomensDay from all
@MSAUK and @D2BDofﬁcial! #D2BD
FIA@ﬁa Feb 26 #FIA Comms Dept.
mourns John Horton, a man who
dedicated his life to motor sport. We all
will miss his passion and motivation.
Rest in peace
MSA @MSAUK Feb 26 Our new online
marshal’s training has encouraged
over 500 new marshals to register with
us. Have you completed it?
http://ow.ly/YJQYW

Karters Bradshaw and Clarke
to represent UK
Callum Bradshaw and Oliver Clarke will represent the UK in this year’s CIK-FIA
Karting Academy Trophy, a world championship for karters aged 13 to 15.
Fourteen-year-old Bradshaw (above) – runner-up in the 2015 Junior X30
international ﬁnal – returns for a second Trophy campaign, having also been
nominated by the MSA in 2015. “Going into this year I feel a lot more conﬁdent
and determined and would like to thank the MSA for selecting me for the
second time,” said Bradshaw. “My goal for this year in the Academy is to be on
the podium for each race and win the series.”
Clarke (below), 13, is the reigning Super One Honda Cadet National Champion
and will be tackling the Trophy for the ﬁrst time. “I am delighted to have been
asked to represent the UK in this prestigious championship and thank the MSA
for choosing me,” he said. “I’m excited to take my racing into Europe at three
top-level tracks and compete with the best in the world.”

Paul Wallace @WallacePJW Feb 20
Home after an epic 2 days away!
Huge thanks to @MSAUK & Martin for
helping me pass my ARDS National B
Race License
Seen Through Glass @SeenThruGlass
Feb 20 I’M NOW A RACING DRIVER!!!!
Passed my @MSAUK ARDS test.
Incredible day, learnt so much &
enjoyed every second
Oliver James Webb @oliverjameswebb
Feb 20 Good luck to @RobLHudson
@WallacePJW @SeenThruGlass
@HiMrJWW all taking their @MSAUK
ARDS race License tests today!!
MSA @MSAUK Feb 19 @HiMrJWW is
going racing! Here’s how it all starts,
check it out and follow his journey!
https://youtu.be/L6xDzyZ1-8M

Kartpix.net

The championship comprises three rounds in France (24 April), Portugal
(26 June) and Sweden (4 September). The MSA is paying both drivers’ entry fees.

@BBCScotlandNews Feb 22 Muddy
marvellous - Scotland’s #snowmanrally
in pictures http://bbc.in/1oWVfrX

Issued by the
Motor Sports Association
Motor Sports House, Riverside Park
Colnbrook, SL3 0HG
Tel: +44 (0)1753 765000
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www.msauk.org
twitter.com/msauk
facebook.com/msauk
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David Stokes, 1947-2016
Among over 800 mourners at the funeral
of David Stokes were countless people
from British rallying including competitors,
organisers, ofﬁcials and fans. David, the
only driver to date to win the MSA British
Historic Rally Championship four times,
lost a brave battle with cancer and died at
the age of 68.
In 1968 David started rallying in a Ford
Anglia and soon moved into Escorts as
he climbed the UK rallying ladder. He
won the 1976 Castrol/Autosport national
title and ﬁnished third in both 1978 and
1979 behind Malcolm Wilson and Jimmy
McRae. However, a big accident in

Penmachno early in 1980 left him quite
badly hurt and he effectively stopped
rallying for 20 years.
The comeback ﬁnally came in 2002 in
historics with his beloved Escort Mk1.
Over the next 12 seasons he was a
constant pacesetter and claimed an
unrivalled four BHRC titles.
David was immensely popular with
fans for his determined driving. He was
outspoken, direct and ﬁercely competitive,
and enjoyed a ﬁne sense of humour.
He will be greatly missed in the historic
rallying fraternity.
Paul Lawrence

Alan Foster, 1930-2016
It is with great sadness that we
report the passing of Alan Foster,
former MSA Kart Technical Executive,
Technical Commissioner and
Environmental Inspector. Alan was
also recently awarded the title of
Ofﬁciel d’Honneur for his remarkable
contribution to our sport. Alan was
a fantastic tutor to many MSA staff
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members, ofﬁcials and competitors
and will be dearly missed for his
wisdom, sense of humour and
presence. Motorsport continues within
the Foster family, notably through his
son Nick, a former BTCC competitor,
and more recently with his grandsons
competing in karting.
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Nic Ayre,
1962-2016

John Horton,
1948-2016

A North Devonian by birth, cars and motorsport
played an important part in Nic’s life from an
early age, and he was soon participating as a
youngster in treasure hunts and the like with his
father, Ken.

John Horton passed away on Friday 26
February following a heart attack while walking
on Cannock Chase. Walking was one of John’s
passions – the other was motorsport.

His working life began in various motor dealerships
before he set up his own workshop in Barnstaple. He
then went on to study engineering at university, and
subsequently worked in the oil industry, particularly in
the North Sea.
North Devon Motor Club and The Association of South
Western Motor Clubs beneﬁtted from his enthusiasm,
and he joined the MSA Autotest Committee in 2001. He
took over the organisation of the MSA British Autotest
Championship in 2006, and created the championship
website and Facebook page which has seen a welcome
increase in coverage of the championship as a whole.
His loss comes as a blow to the autotest and autocross
worlds, and he will be missed by all those who had the
pleasure of knowing him.
Mike Sones

Nic (right) gets

John joined Dunlop Motorsport in 1972 and soon
became Rally Manager. In 1979 he left to join Dealer
Opel Team and then GM Dealer Sport. John was also
an excellent navigator and competed beside the likes of
Russell Brookes, Billy Coleman, Tony Drummond and
Jimmy McRae.
John’s activities over the next 30 years were varied. He
managed Shell Oils’ sponsorship in rallying, managed
and developed the National Rally Championship and
helped develop the MSA British Rally Championship.
Many of the rally fraternity will remember John as the
PA commentator on many rallies in the UK and Ireland,
as well as MG Car Club’s presenter at its UK race
meetings. He also worked with Rally Finland for over
three decades. From 2001 until very recently, John was
the National Press Ofﬁcer for both the F1 British Grand
Prix and Wales Rally GB.
John was a father of two and he was immensely proud
of Sarah and Patrick.
Mike Broad

an award from
Paul White in
1981, as you
can tell from
the velvet
jackets!
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Specialist Committees: MSA requests
nominations for 2017 membership
The MSA is seeking nominations
for individuals to join the Specialist
Committees that represent the interests
of the various disciplines of motor sport.
The Specialist Committees meet two or three times
a year, normally at Motor Sports House, to discuss
and debate new regulations and other issues. The
following Specialist Committees may have vacancies
available for next year:
 Autotest Committee
 Cross Country Committee
 Historic Committee
 Kart Committee
 Kart Technical Sub Committee
 Race Committee
 Rallies Committee
 Autocross & Rallycross Sub Committee
 Dragster Sub Committee
 Sprint & Hill Climb Sub Committee
 Trials Committee.
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All applicants must be members of an MSArecognised motor club or Regional Association, which
must ‘sponsor’ the application.
However, there are no formal qualiﬁcations required
other than a commitment to and experience in motor
sport.
The role is entirely voluntary, although expenses will
be paid to cover travel to meetings at Motor Sports
House, and the appointment is normally for a threeyear term.

HOW TO APPLY
Applicants should submit a brief CV of their motor
sport involvement and achievements, including
any relevant qualiﬁcations, together with a letter
supporting your nomination from an MSA-recognised
club or Regional Association.
The Club or Regional Association will forward the
application to Andrea Richards at Motor Sports
House, Riverside Park, Colnbrook, SL3 0HG. This
must be done as soon as possible as applications
must be received before 17th June 2016.
Please note any applications received after
Friday 17th June 2016 will not be considered.
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JSCC Scholarship winner Emily
moves from grass to Tarmac
The Junior Saloon Car Championship has announced that
the winner of its JSCC/Teenage Cancer Trust Scholarship is
Emily Glanvill.

club corner
ASEMC & AEMC
club together for
awards
The Association of South Eastern Motor
Clubs and the Association of Eastern
Motor Clubs held a joint awards evening
on 18 February at Brands Hatch Place.
The evening was a great example of
associations working together, with over
100 members of many clubs meeting to
collect awards and network.
The evening was co-ordinated by
Chris Judge, co-ordinator of many of
the ASEMC championships. After the
awards presentations Malcolm Sanders
of MSAR delivered a presentation on
FHRs, given the new requirements for
many disciplines in 2016. Competitors
commented they found useful and
appreciated the advice.

Youngsters aged 14 to 17 competed for the opportunity to win a fully
supported drive in the 2016 Junior Saloon Car Championship.
Glanvill, whose ﬁrst race is at Oulton Park on 19 March, said: “I am over
the moon, it has been a fantastic day and I can’t wait to get out there and
race.”
GoMotorsport RDO Andrew Bisping chatted to the young scholars about
the MSA’s Race ‘n’ Respect campaign, while British GT driver and 2015
Michelin Ginetta Supercup Champion Tom Oliphant offered tips on how to
prepare for a career as a professional race driver.
The JSCC will be raising funds and awareness for the Teenage Cancer
Trust throughout the season and Glanvill will be an ambassador at events.

The ASEMC and AEMC will both be
running the same championships in
2016. Anybody interested in competing
in any of the championships should visit
http://asemc.co.uk or
http://aemc.org.uk

Preston
Motorsport Club
It has been a busy start to the year for
Preston Motorsport Club members, who
scooped multiple road rally awards at the
SD34 MSG presentation evening last month.
The club also organised an Introduction to
Road Rallying evening for members who
have competed in club autosolos and want
to try another discipline. It was an informative
evening, with 30 members joining the session
for tutorials in basic map reading, reference
plotting, blackspots and quiet zones.
Several similar sessions are planned
to enable enthusiastic members to feel
conﬁdent and prepared going into their ﬁrst
event.
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TECHNICAL / SPORTING REGULATIONS

Frontal Head
Restraints in
Cross Country
For the avoidance of doubt,
there is currently no general
requirement to use an FHR in
Cross Country events, with
one exception: Competitors
in Sports Utility Task Vehicles
(Sports UTVs), as deﬁned in
(P)64 are required to wear
an FHR in accordance with
regulation (P)25.1.
The use of an FHR is of course
recommended for competitors
in other types of Cross Country
vehicle.

Sprint & Hill
Climb harnesses

Frontal Head Restraint guidance
Competitors should note that a guidance document on Frontal Head Restraints (FHRs)
is available on the MSA website at https://www.msauk.org/assets/msafhrweb.pdf.
A supplementary document covering compatibility of helmet and FHR standards is also
available at https://www.msauk.org/assets/msastandardsforfhr.pdf.
One speciﬁc area that seems to be causing some confusion is the requirements for harness
mounting angles. A relevant diagram can be found in the MSA Yearbook: Drawing No.39 in
Section (K) Competitors Safety, page 189.
The diagram (reproduced here) shows that where an FHR is used, the angle of the shoulder
straps must not rise above the horizontal. Where an FHR is not used it is acceptable to rise
up to 10° above the horizontal.
It also illustrates the recommendation that the harness is mounted up to 20° below the
horizontal when used with an FHR. However please note that in all cases it is permitted for
the harness to be mounted up to a maximum of 45° below the horizontal.
The diagram shows the angle being measured from the seat’s harness slot, however it
is the angle of the shoulder strap as it sits on the occupant’s shoulder when seated that
is important, as this may differ from the angle at which the shoulder strap sits at in an
unoccupied seat.
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There is a regulation change
this year in Sprint and Hill
Climb events, requiring a
‘currently homologated FIA
safety harness’ for vehicles in
the Hill Climb Super Sports,
Sports Libre and Racing Cars
categories.
Please remember that where
regulations refer to a ‘currently
homologated harness’ that
means it must be in date – once
the expiry date has passed the
harness is no longer considered
to be homologated.
This regulation does not
affect the Road Going and
Modiﬁed categories, where
there is no requirement to use a
homologated harness.

championship updates
RallySportMedia

Jakob Ebrey Photography
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Championship Updates
MSA British Rally
Championship

Pirelli MSA Welsh Rally
Championship

Elfyn Evans and Craig Parry claimed victory
on the opening round of the MSA British Rally
Championship the Mid Wales Stages.

Dylan Davies and Llion Williams,
championship runners-up in 2015, survived
a small scare to take victory on The Viking
Motorsport/Link Electrical Mid Wales Stages.

MSA British Rallycross
Championship in
association with Odyssey
Battery
Kevin Procter won the opening round of the
MSA British Rallycross Championship at
Croft Circuit in North Yorkshire.

LindsayPhotoSport

Paul Lawrence

Mintex MSA British
Historic Rally
Championship

MSA British Car Trial
Championship

MSA British Sporting Trial
Championship

Reigning British champion Mark Hoppe won
his local Woolbridge Motor Club’s Golden
Springs Car Trial, the opening round of the
championship.

Reigning champion Roland Uglow took
victory on 750 Motor Club’s Walsingham
Sporting Car Trial at the Queen Elizabeth
Country Park.
Results
Roland Uglow 15 points lost
Simon Kingsley 17 points lost
George Watson 28 points lost

Provisional championship standings
1 Hoppe – 6 points
2 Cleal – 4
3 Webb – 3

Provisional championship standings
1 Kevin Procter – 30 points
2 Dan Rooke – 27
3 Ollie O’Donovan – 25

Provisional championship standings
1 Andrew Jones – 39 points
2 Dylan Davies – 35
2 Andy Williams – 35

Calvin Talbot

Tony Freeman

RallycrossBRX.com

Provisional championship standings
1 Elfyn Evans – 50* points
2 Fredrik Ahlin – 15
3 Tom Cave – 10
*Joker used

ARR Craib MSA Scottish
Rally Championship
Donnie MacDonald and Andrew Falconer
took victory on the Arnold Clark Jury’s Inn
Snowman Rally in challenging conditions.
Provisional championship standings
1 Donnie MacDonald
2 Dale Robertson
3 Quintin Milne

Jason Pritchard and Phil Clarke got their
season off to a perfect start with victory on
the Red Kite Historic Stages, the opening
round.
Provisional championship standings
1 Pritchard/Clarke – 66 points
2 Nick Elliott/David Price – 61 points
3 Paul Barrett/Dai Roberts– 56 points
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RallyFuture

I N V I TAT IO N
The Motor Sports Association (MSA)
in conjunction with

The East Midlands Association of Motor Clubs
(EMAMC)
And supported by the ANCC and ANEMMC
Invites rally competitors, volunteers, club members and
organisers in the region to:

RallyFuture Forum – East Midlands
On 17 March 2016, at 7pm for a 7.30pm start
At the Casa Hotel, Chesterﬁeld
To discuss stage rally safety and the future of the sport in the UK,
with guests including:
Chris Ingram (TBC)
Steve Perez
Andrew Kellitt, Rallies Committee Chairman
Nicky Mofﬁtt, Safety Delegate
Sue Sanders, MSA Consultant
All are welcome. Please email philfost@lineone.net
to register your interest in attending.
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MSA Develops Young Talent
MSA Coaches James Wozencroft and Adam Gould
were on hand at the Mid Wales Stages (5-6 March) to
kick off a support programme for young competitors in
the DMACK Junior British Rally Championship.
Wozencroft is leading the programme, alongside qualiﬁed coaches
and support personnel. They aim to provide informed guidance to help
competitors to unlock their full potential.
Coaches will attend all rounds this season, working with crews on human
performance and sporting development, and assisting each team to identify
its strengths and eliminate its weaknesses.
Greg Symes, MSA Academy
Manager, said: “The MSA
Academy will provide
performance enhancing
support focusing on technical
development, driving dynamics,
planning and prep, debrieﬁng,
communication, working in a
team and human performance
factors such as ﬁtness and
nutrition for rallying.
“From competitors starting out
to those tackling the Junior
BRC, we hope to help build
relationships and careers and
identify who will make it to the
top and who we can take to the
MSA Team UK and beyond.”
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Wylie returns to
Aston Martin fold
The MSA Academy’s
Ross Wylie will race a
Motorbase Performancerun Aston Martin in
this year’s British GT
Championship, with
his sights ﬁrmly set on
securing the Pro-Am title.
“I’m really excited to be racing for
the Motorbase Performance team in
the 2016 British GT Championship
and can’t wait to get behind the
wheel,” said the 24-year-old. “I want
to focus on putting some enjoyment
back in to my racing after a tough
2015 season. I literally cannot wait
for the ﬁrst race in April – I’m so
excited!”

MSA Academy
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AASE applications
open
Applications are open for the next
AASE programme – a three-year
course for drivers aged 16-18,
delivered by the MSA Academy in
conjunction with Loughborough
College.

Introduction to Coaching pilot
The MSA Academy conducted a pilot delivery of
the Level One Introduction to Coaching course last
month (20 February) in Ivybridge, Devon.
The course aims to help clubs learn key coaching principles. The pilot was
delivered by MSA Academy Manager Greg Symes, MSA Coach Adam Gould and
Go Motorsport RDO Kevin Moore. Seventeen members of the South West motor
sport community attended.
The course represents the ﬁrst step on the coaching ladder, leading into the Level
2 Award (pictured) that was announced last year. Together the two awards create
a coaching pathway designed to beneﬁt coaches, competitors and clubs alike.

Aitken named as
future star

Rooke’s maiden
Supercar success

MSA Academy Squad member Jack
Aitken was named as one of Red
Bull Motorsports F1 Champions
of the Future last month. Red Bull
made the announcement with a
glowing report of the young racer:
‘Another promising Brit who joins
Oliver Rowland in Renault’s young
driver program, Aitken came out on
top of an incredibly close six-way
title ﬁght in Formula Renault 2.0
Eurocup to take the title, as well as
taking the Formula Renault 2.0 Alps
championship.’

MSA Academy driver Dan Rooke
ﬁnished second in the opening
round of the British Rallycross
championship at Croft last weekend
(6 March), in his maiden season in
the supercar class.
Rooke, who won the MSA
Supernational Rallycross
Championship in 2015, said: “Wow,
this is absolutely incredible. We
really weren’t expecting this at all,
but to be on the podium is just
fantastic. Driving a Supercar is such
an amazing experience; I want to get
back in the car right now.”

Now in its seventh year, AASE is vital
to any young driver serious about
achieving success in motor sport. It
develops young athletes, providing
the underpinning knowledge of what
it takes to achieve success in the
sport, while providing an accredited
qualiﬁcation from a college that
understands the needs of potentially
elite athletes.
“Before I started the programme
I didn’t think about the different
aspects to becoming a top driver, I
just thought being fast was enough!
Learning about these different
aspects and being able to apply them
was very important in improving my
performances, which has helped me
especially on international rallies.”
Chris Ingram, AASE Graduate
The full programme framework will
run for three years, beginning in
September 2016 and will be based
around three-day sessions twice a
month at Loughborough College.
Much of the AASE programme
content aligns with other elements
of the MSA Academy talent
development pathway, such as the
Team UK national squad, using the
same principles of qualiﬁed coaching.
AASE alumni include the likes of Jake
Dennis, Seb Morris, Tom Ingram,
Chris Ingram, Josh Webster, Matt
Parry, Charlie Robertson, Sennan
Fielding and Alex Gill, to name a few.
Applications close 2 May.
For more info visit www.msauk.org/
aase or email greg.symes@msauk.org
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Williams retains Lynn
as Development
Driver…
Team UK’s Alex Lynn will continue as the Williams
Development Driver for the 2016 Formula One
season – a position he held throughout 2015
alongside his GP2 commitments.

… As King is
conﬁrmed at Manor
Team UK driver Jordan King announced
that he will also continue as Manor Racing’s
Development Driver in 2016. King will dovetail
this role with another GP2 campaign with the
Racing Engineering squad.
“I’m really pleased to be working with Manor
Racing and can’t wait to get back out in the car
again!” said King.
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Manor

Commenting on the announcement, Claire
Williams, Deputy Team Principal, said; “After a
really encouraging ﬁrst season with the team,
we are pleased to be able to continue working
with Alex in 2016. Alex played an important role
in helping develop the team’s race cars in 2015,
while at the same time demonstrating his talent
with a strong debut season in GP2.”

MSA NEWS | MARCH 2016

Team UK

Mid Wales star Pryce
to contest DMACK
Fiesta Trophy
Team UK’s Osian Pryce has announced his return to the FIA
World Rally Championship (WRC) where he will contest the
ﬁve-round DMACK Fiesta Trophy. Pryce competed on Junior
WRC rounds in Poland and Portugal last year.
Meanwhile on home soil, Pryce won the BRC National Rally Cup on the recent
Mid Wales Stages, the opening round of the revamped MSA British Rally
Championship, by nearly eight minutes. Six MSA Academy co-drivers also
competed on the Mid Wales Stages, with James Morgan ﬁnishing third overall.
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Clark’s Month
Updates from Scotland
RDO Alison Clark
‘Over the last four years I’ve built great
relationships with several schools. One of
those is Newburgh School in Fife which I
recently visited for the third time.

Go Motorsport sparks
interest with Guides

‘My last visit, about a year ago, inspired the
school to sign up for the Greenpower carbuild, a project to build an electric-powered
single-seater car. A second school nearby,
Kirkton of Largo, which I visited in June
ahead of Glenrothes MSC’s Summer Stages
Rally, has also recently agreed to participate
in the build. With four schools in the region
taking part, Knockhill has offered to provide
their kart track as a test area once the cars
are built.

Go Motorsport coordinated a wheel changing
competition at Spark, the Guides event at
Alexandra Palace in London (20-21 February).
Over 440 Guides took part and learned about motor sport. Working
in pairs, the challenge was to remove the wheels using hand tools
only as quickly as possible before swapping wheels (front to rear) and
ﬁtting them again. Over 220 wheel changes were completed over the
two days, with the quickest crew of the weekend being Katie Wood
and Eleanor Taylor, who completed it in 2 minutes 20 seconds.
The event would not have
been possible without Malcolm
Wise of Green Belt Motor Club,
Catie Munnings of Maidstone
& Mid Kent Motor Club and
Matt Endean of Chelmsford
Motor Club. Thanks also to
Barnet & Southgate College for
providing the car.

‘With so much emphasis on the importance
of STEM subjects and the funding available,
Newburgh School has secured a grant for
the purchase of the car kit. This will be
fantastic for the pupils, not just in terms of
learning about the mechanics of the build,
but the whole project management aspect.
We looked at the roles within the team,
from accounting, building relationships with
local potential sponsors, media and time
management.
‘On a personal level, to go back into a school
where most of the pupils can remember my
name from previous visits and tell me how
they’ve tried karting or have been to watch
motorsport is so rewarding.’
Alison has school visits scheduled in the run
up to the Border Counties and RSAC Scottish
Rallies but still has plenty of availability.
Please contact
scotland@gomotorport.net
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Moore’s Month

Metcalfe’s Month

Updates from South West
RDO Kevin Moore

Updates from
North East & Cumbria
RDO Peter Metcalfe

Getting a Taste for Motor Sport
‘A perennial problem encountered by many clubs is
having insufﬁcient membership numbers to draw on when
requiring marshals for events.
‘After having tried unsuccessfully to boost membership levels through
traditional routes, my advice is to ‘go forth and multiply!’ Not in the way
of the famous Jasper Carrot quote, but by associating yourself with a
local owners’ club, classic car club or similar.
‘Such clubs, by their very nature, consist of like-minded petrolheads,
though not necessarily MSA-afﬁliated. This lack of association does
not preclude their members from taking on suitable marshalling roles at
motor sport events; such activity is often welcomed by these clubs as a
variation from the norm.
‘However it is important to promote such a mutually beneﬁcial link as
being exactly that, and not as an underhand approach to try and poach
their membership (though if the MSA-registered club has a sufﬁciently
attractive ‘product’ on offer a certain amount of membership migration
is likely).
‘For motor clubs that take advantage of the promotional opportunity of
stand space at shows and events where other (non-MSA) motor clubs
are also in attendance, this is the perfect opportunity for networking
amongst the exhibitors in order to tap in to this source of fresh
enthusiastic manpower.’
SouthWest@GoMotorsport.net

‘Some months are busier than
others for an RDO and February
was particularly busy for me. I’ve
given sessions to 360 school pupils
and have met with dozens of club
members from a number of clubs.
‘It’s been a very productive month and
has reminded me just how important
face-to-face contact can be. At the MSA
seminar in York it came up time and again
just how important communication is to
how a club works and how events are
organised. Nowadays we have myriad
ways of communicating with each other.
The huge choice of communications
channels sometimes makes it more
difﬁcult to communicate than it used to
be! Although e-mail and social media
can be useful tools, there is often no
substitute for a good conversation.
‘Perhaps the best way for us to promote
interest and involvement in motor sport
is to talk about it in a positive way to as
many people as possible. This applies
to everyone involved in the sport. The
best advert for motor sport should be the
smiles on the faces of the competitors,
spectators and volunteers!’

West Midlands RDO Bryn Pound visited
Shenington Kart Circuit during the
February half term holiday for a ‘Let’s
Go Karting’ taster day. The event was
well supported with 40 youngsters aged
6 to 14 having their ﬁrst experience of
karting. The ‘Lets Go Karting’ initiative
enables those as young as six to have a
go at karting for just £10.

www.gomotorsport.net
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Meet…
Go Motorsport West Midlands RDO Bryn Pound
This month we catch up with our latest Regional Development Ofﬁcer
as he embarks upon development of the sport in the West Midlands.
When and why did
you ﬁrst become
interested in
motorsport?
I had always watched
motorsport on television and
remember seeing Jim Clark
in a Lotus Cortina at Brands
Hatch in the mid-sixties. This
was in black and white of
course but I remember him
sliding through the corners.

How did you get involved?
I was 16; a school friend with a Mini Cooper had
decided to do a local club’s 12 car road rally and
needed a navigator. I’m not sure whether I volunteered
or was press ganged but I sat in with him. We were
completely lost only ﬁve miles from home but I enjoyed
it and from then on I was hooked.

Did you compete, volunteer or both?
I joined my local club which was Ellesmere and District
Motor Club and worked through the ranks joining the
Committee, helping to organise club events and also
took on various posts from Competition Secretary,
Secretary and Chairman.
The club ran an annual road rally, The Rally of the
Meres, and I became Clerk of the Course and
Secretary of the Meeting on this event.
By this time I had started competing regularly, co
driving on stage events and navigating on road rallies.
When I got married I moved to Shrewsbury, joined
Severn Valley Motor Club and carried on with helping
to organise and run events and joined the Committee.
As a club we were very involved in running stages on
events, from local club events to stages on the Welsh
International Rally.
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I then became involved helping Tom Romanis as a
noise tester. When he died I carried on and for the last
20 plus years I have acted as Environmental Scrutineer
on events in the Midlands and Mid Wales areas.

What made you want to become an
RDO?
I saw the position advertised on the MSA website and
thought it would be a good way of putting something
back into the sport I love. I have had a lot of contact
with clubs over the years and felt I would be to be able
to help out in promoting the sport. Clubs tend to be
quite poor on publicising themselves to the general
public, my aim is to help to put them in the local
spotlight, which I hope will be beneﬁcial to them and
the sport as a whole.

Do you have a favourite motorsport
memory?
I have a lot of memories from over the years and I
would say that meeting a lot of the greats of rallying
such Roger Clark, Tony Pond, Hannu Mikkola and Ari
Vatanen really rate as great memories.

What are your future motorsport
plans?
I am working on a Mini at the moment but time never
seems to be available to really get stuck into it. It’s
Historic but could end up being veteran or vintage by
the time I ﬁnish it!
I have completed the new rally marshals’ training and
accreditation and so I do see myself getting back into
marshalling for my motorsport ﬁx. I will of course also
carry on with my Environmental Scrutineering for the
foreseeable future.

To ﬁnd your local RDO visit
gomotorsport.net/Contact
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