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Widespread acclaim
for world class event
Last month’s Wales Rally GB (13-16 November) was
hailed as a success by drivers, teams, local and national
government bodies, commercial partners and, perhaps
most importantly of all, the record number of fans.
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The ﬁnal round of the FIA World Rally
Championship featured a capacity
160-car ﬁeld, drew 80,000 visitors to
North Wales and provided a multimillion pound boost for the Welsh
economy.

WALES RALLY GB
on Saturday was absolutely fantastic –
probably one of the best experiences
anywhere in rallying.”

M-Sport Team Principal Malcolm
Wilson said he was “surprised by the
number of spectators” and that it “just
goes to prove that this [North Wales] is
Welsh Government Deputy Minister,
the right location to host Wales Rally
Ken Skates, who presented the
GB.” His opposite number at Hyundai,
Peall Trophy to winners – and world
Michel Nandan, agreed that it was a
champions – Sebastien Ogier and
“great venue” and added: “There was
Julien Ingrassia in front of thousands
so much going on in the Service Park
of cheering spectators in Llandudno,
that it created a real atmosphere. The
said: “Wales Rally GB 2014 was a
spectacular event both in terms of the rally organisers did a good job; the
rally action and the crowds who turned stages were beautiful and provided a
good show not only for the spectators
out to enjoy the atmosphere of this
but also for the drivers who had good
iconic event for Wales,” Skates said.
Ogier added: “It’s a great event, a huge fun driving on them.”
challenge and one which I love. All the
Jost Capito, head of Volkswagen
stages in Wales are beautiful; you’re
Motorsport, echoed those sentiments.
lucky here, because you have plenty
“For the drivers, it’s really just Monte
of nice stages to choose from. You’re
Carlo, Finland and Wales that they all
spoilt for choice!”
want to win. The organisation was ﬁrst
class. There were lots of spectators
Staging the Ceremonial Start and
on the stages and all behaving very
Finish, Conwy County increased its
well. They are really knowledgeable
involvement as the event’s Ofﬁcial
and good fans. The Service Park was
Host County in 2014. “Eirias Stadium
fully packed, so it was really enjoyable,
provided a spectacular start, and the
really nice.”
crowd of around 15,000 in Llandudno
on Sunday enjoyed the marvellous
ﬁnishing ceremony,” said Cllr Graham
Rees, Conwy’s Cabinet Member for
Tourism, Marketing and Leisure. “Of
course, the real importance of these
events is the economic beneﬁt to the
area, with Wales Rally GB worth £10m
to north and mid-Wales.”
The world’s top rally drivers, such as
home hero Kris Meeke, were equally
enthusiastic. “Everything to do with
the event has worked like clockwork
and the fans out on the stages are
incredible,” Meeke said. “Wales Rally
GB is unique – undoubtedly one of the
most prestigious events on the WRC
calendar. The ﬁnal stage in the dark

“Wales Rally
GB 2014 was a
spectacular event
both in terms of
the rally action
and the crowds
who turned out
to enjoy the
atmosphere of
this iconic event
for Wales”

For more Wales Rally GB pictures, see overleaf >>

Wales Rally GB @WalesRallyGB ·
Dec 8 We would like to say thank
you to David ‘Dash’ Jones who is
retiring from marshalling at the end
of the year. #WRGB
Wales Rally GB @WalesRallyGB ·
Nov 26 We are pleased to announce
that the Wales @air_ambulance
raised over £1,600 on Wales Rally
GB. #WRGB
Ben Taylor @ben_taylor_msa ·
Nov 16 The end of an amazing
@WalesRallyGB 2014. A million
thanks to everyone that played a
part, especially the marshals and
volunteers #OneTeam
Ken Skates AM @KenSkatesAM ·
Nov 19 Great to meet ex-world rally
champion and MEP @AriVatanen
at @WalesRallyGB. Very friendly &
spoke warmly about Wales.
Carl Faulkner @quilani · Nov 18
Big well done to my cousin Mike &
Peter Foy winning @WalesRallyGB
National event. What an end to the
year! @BSWRally
GB @Smallcarguy · Nov 16
The support from the volunteers /
motor clubs / marshals on #WRGB
was immense! Cheery and helpful
bar none. You were the cherry on the
cake
Emlyn Evans @ﬁnnthebt · Nov 16
@ThanksMarshal Please pass on
our thanks to all the volunteers and
marshals who made @WalesRallyGB
happen #271 #WRGB
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MSA clubs get permit and insurance rebate
Event organising MSA-registered clubs will be boosted
by a combined rebate on event permit and insurance
fees at the end of the year.
Through continuous careful management of the
company’s ﬁnances, the MSA Board has been able to
approve a 50 per cent rebate of all event permit fees paid
this year (not including Certiﬁcates of Exemption).
In addition, the MSA is able to return to clubs 16 per
cent of the insurance fees they paid this year. All eventorganising clubs collect ‘per capita’ insurance fees from
competitors and provide this to the MSA to cover the
costs of insurance programmes. The MSA works hard

to obtain the best possible insurance arrangements, and
at the same time through careful risk management aims
to produce a surplus over costs to make a rebate to the
clubs.
Rob Jones, MSA Chief Executive, said: “This combined
rebate on event permit and insurance fees means a
very worthwhile early Christmas present for the clubs
concerned. We recognise that some clubs may be
struggling to balance their books and we are very
pleased to be able to make this refund this year. We hope
this will be welcome news among event organisers and
will go some way to thanking them for continuing to put
on events in challenging ﬁnancial times.”

Top young media talents win Renault/MSA Awards
Scott Mitchell and Adam Pigott have
been named the Renault MSA Young
Journalist and Photographer of the
Year respectively. Established in 2002,
the awards are designed to recognise
the most promising journalists and
photographers aged 30 or under
working within British motor sport.

“I’ve had a great year and it is very
humbling to know that others think so
highly of the job I have done. I’m very
proud to join the list of winners as the
roll of honour speaks for itself.”

Twenty-two-year-old Pigott, from
Lincolnshire, photographs an array of
different motor sports, with particular
focus on sports cars and rallying.
Mitchell, aged 22 from Kent, is
currently assistant editor of Autosport, He said: “I’m absolutely over the
moon that I’ve been awarded this
a role that sees him edit the weekly
magazine’s national section covering prestigious accolade. I still can’t
the spectrum of UK motor sport. “It’s quite believe it! It’s been a long term
great to be recognised by Renault and goal of mine ever since I started
photography.”
the MSA with this award,” he said.
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Each wins a trophy and £1,000, to
be collected at the MSA Night of
Champions at the Royal Automobile
Club on 24 January.
Lawrence Butcher, now aged 31, was
judged Highly Commended in the
journalism category for his impressive
work across technical titles such
as Race Engine Technology. Tom
Loomes and Dan Bathie, both 22,
were designated Highly Commended
for their photography. All receive a
year’s provisional membership of the
GoMW.
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Marshals to get greater Council representation
Motor Sports Council, UK motor
sport’s rule-making body, will have a
dedicated marshals’ representative
from 2015 to help ensure that issues
affecting volunteers are tabled at
the highest level of motor sports
governance.

work and dedication, which is why
we are delighted to create this new
post on Motor Sports Council. From
2015, there will be a dedicated seat
representing the best interests of
marshals in this country and placing
them at the core of UK motor sports
governance.”

Rob Jones, MSA Chief Executive,
said: “Volunteers are the power behind The ﬁrst representative to hold the
post is Chris Hobson, Chairman of
UK motor sport and the sport simply
both the British Motorsport Marshals’
wouldn’t happen without their hard

Club and MSA Marshals Working
Group. “It is with great pleasure and
some humility that, as Chairman of
the British Motorsport Marshals’
Club, I have accepted membership of
Motor Sports Council on behalf of the
marshals in this country. I hope that
I will be able to truly represent all the
marshals in motorsport and add value
to the Council,” he said.

Rallye National de Bretagne 2015
The Rallye National de Bretagne – listed on the FIA calendar (NCAFP)
– has been conﬁrmed for 19-20 June 2015 on the south-west coast
of Brittany.
Scrutineering will take place on Friday 19 June in Lorient and the
138km of all-asphalt special stages will be run the following day.
For further information, visit www.rallyebretagne.com

Issued by the
Motor Sports Association
Motor Sports House, Riverside Park
Colnbrook, SL3 0HG
Tel: +44 (0)1753 765000
Email: media@msauk.org
www.msauk.org
twitter.com/msauk
facebook.com/msauk
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UK clubs & volunteers recognised with
national & international awards
The MSA has announced the winners of the JLT MSA Club and Volunteer of
the Year Awards, and also conﬁrmed another British volunteer as the 2014
FIA Best Marshal Award winner.

MSA publishes list
of acceptable stage
rally tyres
The MSA has published an online
guide to the tyres permitted for use on
Special Stages on the Forestry Estate.
Stage Rally Tyre List 6: Registered
Tyres Patterns applies to all Stage
Rallies run to MSA Regulation R.1.4.1.
It shows the registered patterns of all
tyres on the list so that competitors
and scrutineers alike can readily
identify those eligible.
Mike Broad, Chairman of the MSA’s
Stage Rally Tyre Working Group, said:
“With the banning of tyre cutting for
tyres on List 6 it is essential that the
original moulded patterns are easily
determined. The aim of the Working
Group is to reach agreement with
the tyre manufacturers for closer
pattern tyres to reduce the damage
to Forestry Roads and improve the
sports sustainability for the future.”
Stage Rally Tyre List 6 : Registered
Tyres Patterns is available by clicking
here: https://www.msauk.org/assets/
stagerallytyrelist6registered
tyrespatterns.pdf

JLT MSA Club of the Year
The JLT MSA Club of the Year is Solway Car Club, winning £1,000 and a
trophy, which will be presented at the MSA Night of Champions at the Royal
Automobile Club in January. The 57-year-old club runs 22 events a year,
with particular focus on affordable grassroots events, especially for juniors.
Truro & District Motor Club was judged second overall, winning £500 and an
MSA ﬂag trophy. In third was Chelmsford Motor Club, collecting £250 and a
trophy.
JLT MSA Volunteer of the Year
Richard Ashton, of Calder Rescue, has been named the JLT MSA Volunteer
of the Year for his sterling efforts in highlighting the importance of safety
among clubs and marshals nationwide. He receives a trophy and £250,
which will be presented at the Night of Champions.
Also receiving a prize cheque and trophy at the Night of Champions is
Oxford Motor Club’s Karen Kearns, winner of the Marshal category, who
recruited over 200 marshals to run her club’s new Endurance Road Rally.
FIA Best Marshal
Lynne Kendall, the 2013 JLT MSA Volunteer of the Year, has been named
the FIA Best Marshal, becoming the third British winner of this prestigious
international award in four years.
The FIA accolade recognises Kendall’s dual roles as a Marshalling and
Training Instructor. Mumtaz Tahincioglu, President of the FIA Volunteers and
Ofﬁcials Commission, said: “Lynne’s long-term involvement and leadership
impressed the Awards Committee and she stood out amongst the many
motivated and efﬁcient personalities who have played a major role in motor
sport or helped to improve it. She is very deserving to be recognised.”

Governing body achieves environmental excellence
The MSA has become the ﬁrst FIA
National Sporting Authority (ASN) to
achieve the highest environmental
accreditation in the FIA Institute’s
Sustainability Programme.
The MSA was awarded with
Achievement of Excellence having
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implemented a number of measures
since it gained the second level of
accreditation earlier this year.
One of the major developments has
been the implementation of a new
Environmental Management System
(EMS) manual, with input from a
number of environmental experts. The
EMS, developed by the MSA based
on FIA Institute principles, is designed
to identify future environmental risks,

improve energy efﬁciency and promote
environmental awareness.
Gérard Saillant, FIA Institute President,
said: “Since its ﬁrst application, the
MSA has continued to demonstrate
a strong environmental commitment.
We are delighted that it is the ﬁrst ASN
to achieve environmental excellence
and we look forward to many others
reaching this level.”
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MSA publishes annual report
The MSA’s 2014 Company Report has been completed and is now available online.
The report details the MSA’s year of activity in the regulation, administration,
promotion and development
of UK motor sport. It also
presents a summary of the
annual ﬁnancial accounts,
plus detailed competition
licence and event permit
ﬁgures for the previous full
year.
To read the report online,
please click here:
www.msauk.org/assets/
annualreport2014.pdf

FKS offers free season of cadet racing
The re-launched Formula Kart Stars will offer one lucky driver a free season of cadet
racing, including ownership of the kart, tyres and fuel. The MSA will provide a free
starter pack and accompanying Competition Licence.
Boys and girls
aged at least eight
by 3 April 2015
and no older than
ten on 1 January
2015 can enter
by sending a
200-word story
about their desire
to be an F1 star
to competition@
formulakartstars.
com before 2
January 2015.
Responses will be reviewed by championship organiser Carolynn Hoy and the
MSA, with 20 ﬁnalists invited to a timed session on the Autosport International kart
track at Birmingham’s NEC on Saturday 10 January. Five ﬁnalists will be shortlisted
and following an interview with a panel including Mark Blundell, Gary Paffett, Terry
Fullerton, Anthony Hamilton and current MSA British Cadet Kart Champion Teddy
Wilson, a winner will be crowned.

@msauk
Adam Pigott @adampigottphoto
Dec 12 Really proud to announce
that I have been announced as
@RenaultUKPR @MSAUK Young
Photographer of the Year 2014
https://www.msauk.org/Mitchelland-Pigott-win-Renault/MSAmedia-awards … #MSA
Colin McMaster @colmcklein
Dec 12 @adampigottphoto
@ScottMitchell89 Congratulations,
well done both of you. @MSAUK
award winners.
Joe Turney @Joe_Turney Dec 9
Rapid delivery of 2015 @MSAUK
card with handy GPR discount
card. Let’s get racing. #niceone
#karting #thanks
Mark Draghicescu
@markrobert115 Dec 8 Thanks
@MSAUK for the quick application
process #topnotch
Jason Craig @JasonCraig120
Dec 7 Congratulations Sam
Bilham: @MSAUK Young Driver
of the Year.
James Newbould
@JamesNewbould Nov 29 Good
work @MSAUK my 2015 licence
turned up in the post today.
#Goodservice @comp_supplies
@p1racewear @RoadAndRacegear
Matt Endean @MattEndeanRally
Nov 28 Aylesbury, South East I
can now ofﬁcially announce that
from January I will be chairman
of the @MSAUK AutoX & RallyX
Committee :) #rx #fb

“I am very excited to be part of this dynamic competition,” said Blundell. “Every
year, the Road to Formula 1 programme helps young drivers enter motorsport.
Having been closely involved in Formula Kart Stars, I’m proud to see so many
alumni go on to enjoy success around the world, and hopefully through this unique
opportunity we’ll uncover another future champion.”
For further information, visit www.formulakartstars.com
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McNish to deliver Watkins Lecture
Triple Le Mans winner, World Endurance Champion
and former grand prix racer Allan McNish is to deliver
the Motorsport Safety Fund’s 2015 Watkins Lecture at
Autosport International on 9 January.
Dr Ian Roberts, chairman of the Motorsport Safety
Fund, said: “Allan McNish’s long career in motor
sport, together with his experience of the dangers
and as a driver steward, make him an ideal choice
for the lecture in honour of Prof Watkins, who
contributed so much to improving the safety of
motor sport.”
Further information, including ticketing details, is
available here: http://www.motorsportsafetyfund.
com/watkins-lecture.html

New BTCC champ to celebrate at ASI
Newly-crowned MSA British Touring Car Champion Colin
Turkington is the latest addition to the list of stars heading to
Autosport International at Birmingham’s NEC in January.
The Northern Irishman won eight races en route to the title, which
he also won in 2009. He’ll look back on his title triumph during
the 25th anniversary edition of Autosport International, alongside
former BTCC champions Matt Neal, Andrew Jordan and Gordon
Shedden.
“Winning the British Touring Car Championship for a second time
was the result of a lot of hard work by the entire West Surrey
Racing team; that it all came together was incredibly satisfying,”
Turkington said. “We received great support from passionate
BTCC fans all year, but the reception to winning the title has been
amazing. It will be great to see everyone and reﬂect at Autosport
International in January, starting what will hopefully be another
successful year.”
A popular Autosport International feature, the dedicated BTCC
display returns again in January and is set to host 2015 programme
launches, a ﬂeet of cars, driver interviews and autograph sessions.
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In memory of IndyCar champion Dan Wheldon
Motor sport fans at Autosport
International can join the action
and raise funds for the Alzheimer’s
Society by competing in the Dan
Wheldon Karting Trophy.
The three-hour charity kart race will
be held on Saturday 10 January from
6pm at Birmingham’s NEC. The Dan
Wheldon Tribute Fund has raised

over £51,000 to date, with the 2014
karting trophy contributing £7,000.
Jo Wheldon, Dan’s sister-in-law, said:
“As a family, it so important we’re
able to keep Dan’s memory alive by
doing something that he loved and
raising money for a charity so close
to all of our hearts in the Alzheimer’s
Society.”

Coulthard confirmed for Autosport
International
BBC F1 commentator and 13-time grand prix winner David
Coulthard has joined the guest list for the 25th anniversary edition
of Autosport International. Europe’s biggest motor sport show was
ﬁrst held in 1991, the year ‘DC’ won the prestigious Formula 3
Macau Grand Prix.
Coulthard will appear during the two public days, 10-11 January,
dissecting the 2014 season and looking ahead to the New Year.
“One of the fantastic things about motorsport is the way it brings
passionate fans together and Autosport International is a big part of
that,” he said.
“I’ve got very fond memories of 1991, when I moved into Formula
3 and won Macau, and I’ve enjoyed attending the show over the
years at different stages of my career. There’ll be lots to talk about
from Formula 1, particularly following this incredible title ﬁght
between Lewis and Nico, and I’m looking forward to getting back to
the NEC in January.”

Once again celebrities and
motorsport stars will be on-hand
to mentor the 25 teams, providing
trackside advice. A six-person
team can enter for £300 with the
opportunity to raise additional funds
by securing their own sponsorship.
Teams can enter by emailing
admin@teessidekarting.co.uk or
calling 01642 231117.

Solberg to light up ASI
Newly-crowned FIA World Rallycross Champion
and former World Rally Champion, Petter
Solberg, will showcase his skills in the Live
Action Arena at Autosport International.
Solberg will feature in Autosport Stage interviews
and conduct autograph sessions. “My 2014
started with a visit to Autosport International,
where it was great to see the enthusiasm that so
many fans have for rallycross,” Solberg said.
“It’s gone on to be an amazing year, one that
I’ll always remember; winning the FIA World
Rallycross Championship, thoroughly enjoying
motorsport and witnessing the growth of the
series. I’m really looking forward to not only
being at the show again this January, but getting
behind the wheel in the Live Action Arena.”
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Sixty & Worcestershire Motor Club
Sixty & Worcestershire Motor Club is providing excellent fun for
both novices and experts by running AutoSOLO and Production Car
Autotest events on the same day over the same courses.
This allows newcomers to mix with and learn from more
experienced drivers whilst only competing against their peers.
Dave Cross, Competition Secretary, said: “Due to close liaison
with the motor vehicle engineering section of our local tertiary
college we are encouraging a growing number of younger drivers
to the club and we want to integrate them into high class events
whilst still allowing them a chance to take home a trophy.”

Bolton Le-Moors Car Club
Bolton-le-Moors Car Club raised over £1600 for the North West Air
Ambulance Charity (NWAA) at its recent stage rally.
The money, raised through donations at November’s Neil
Howard Stages, more than doubles the amount raised last
year and is a much needed boost for a charity that relies
on donations. For the second year running the club ran a
demonstration Production Car Autotest in the paddock area
at Oulton Park, offering passenger rides in exchange for a
small donation to the charity.
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The club will present the cheque to the charity at the club’s
ﬁrst AutoSOLO of the year, to be held in January at Makro,
Manchester. More details will be released in due course.
The funds raised will help the North West Air Ambulance
operate its three helicopters used to provide emergency
pre-hospital treatment to make a life-changing difference.
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MSA Academy
James Wozencroft @jameswozie Dec 5 Cool day
at IZone yesterday for the RSF MSA young driver
of the year shootout, well done to the winner @
Sambilham2 tough competition!
AlexTothJones Racing @AlexTJRacing Dec 5 What
an amazing day! Unfortunately i didnt win the award
but feel lucky to have got that far and well done to
@Sambilham2 you deserved it!

Bilham crowned young
driver of the year
Junior rally driver Sam Bilham was crowned the RSF
MSA Young Driver of the Year following a ﬁve-way
shootout at iZone, Silverstone.
The accolade is awarded each year to a member of the
MSA Academy’s AASE programme – a three-year course
delivered in conjunction with Loughborough College.
Eighteen-year-old Bilham was joined by fellow AASE
drivers Matt Gilliland (18), Alex Gill (17), James Reveler
(18) and Alex Toth-Jones (17). The shootout comprises
sessions in iZone’s race and kart simulators, using eye
tracker software and assessing the drivers’ ability to learn
circuits and provide feedback. There was also physical,
reaction and psychometric testing, plus an interview with
the judges.
The panel included MSA Performance Director
Robert Reid, Autosport’s Scott Mitchell, Racing Steps
Foundation’s Derek Walters, Loughborough College’s
Lisa Thorpe and MSA Coach James Wozencroft.
Winner Bilham, who will receive a trophy and £1,000 at
the MSA Night of Champions in January, said: “I couldn’t
believe it at ﬁrst. None of us had any idea who was going
to win and with the experience of the guys that I was up
against it was some tough competition. It means a lot for
me to win it, given the people who have won it in the past
and how well they have done, so it is a great award to
have on my motor sport CV.”

BTRDA Rally @BTRDARally Dec 4 Well done
@Sambilham2 on your @MSAUK Young Driver of
the Year award. Good reasons for many celebration
drinks on Saturday. @MCRMarketing

Russell wins McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award
George Russell became the fth MSA Academy driver in
a row to win the prestigious McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award, which includes £100,000 and an F1 test with the
Woking squad.
BRDC F4 champion Russell came out on top after a
two-day shootout at Silverstone against fellow MSA
Academy racers Ben Barnicoat, Sennan Fielding and Seb
Morris, plus Alexander Albon and Harrison Scott. All took
to the track in F2, DTM and GT machinery, underwent
a physical tness assessment at the Porsche Human
Performance Centre and had interviews with the expert
judging panel.
“I’m just over-the-moon now,” said 16-year-old Russell.
“To receive such a prestigious award is something
incredible. Winning the BRDC F4 Championship was the
biggest achievement of my career at that point, but this
de nitely tops it.”

MSA Academy Manager Greg Symes added: “I’ve
worked with Sam for the duration of the AASE
programme and have seen him develop into a wellrounded, professional and promising young athlete. His
all-round ability to adapt to a race environment and the
progression he displayed throughout the day at iZone
made him a standout candidate and a worth winner or
the RSF MSA Young Driver of the Year title.”
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Four great talents promoted
to
@msauk
MSA Team UK
Four potentially elite young race and rally drivers have been selected for the MSA Team UK
programme, which represents the pinnacle of the MSA Academy talent development pathway.
Team UK is a national squad of potentially elite drivers who are hand-picked to receive a bespoke
one-on-one performance management programme as they progress towards the sport’s top
levels. Drivers work with an MSA Level Four Qualiﬁed Performance Manager who provides
ongoing coaching, support, advice and guidance.
Team UK 2015 – new recruits:

BEN
BARNICOAT

CHRIS
INGRAM

Age: 17
Chesterﬁeld, Derbyshire

Age: 20
Manchester

2014: Formula Renault 2.0 NEC champion

2014: Wales Rally GB (1st in WRC4)
European Rally Championship
Colin McRae Award - ERC Ireland

2015: TBC

2015: TBC

DAN
LLOYD

SEB
B
MO
ORRIS

Age: 22
Huddersﬁeld, Yorkshire

Age: 18
Wrexham

2014: Blancpain & United Sports Car Championship

2014: Formula Renault 2.0 NEC (3rd)

2015: TBC

2015: TBC

The work of the MSA Academy is kindly supported by the Racing Steps Foundation, whose
investment enables the educational message to be spread as widely as possible among young
motor sport competitors. For further information about, visit www.racingsteps.co.uk
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Team UK

Lynn tests Lotus F1 car at Abu Dhabi
Fresh from wrapping up the GP3 title, MSA Team UK racer Alex Lynn joined
the Lotus F1 Team for the post-season young driver test at Abu Dhabi.
“My ﬁrst experience of a Formula 1 test was a very lastminute thing, but it was an opportunity I had to grasp,”
said Lynn. “The car was amazing; the power was huge. I’d
never experienced anything like that in my life, even with
the DTM and Formula Renault 3.5 cars I’ve tested in the
past. I feel very privileged to have felt that speed because I
don’t think any other car can possibly feel close.”
Lynn then switched to testing GP2 machinery as he
assesses various options for the 2015 season.

Symes and Wozencroft complete coaching degree
MSA Academy Manager Greg Symes and MSA Coach James
Wozencroft graduated from their Post Graduate Diploma in Elite
Coaching Practice, becoming the ﬁrst motor sport coaches in the
world to achieve such a qualiﬁcation.
The pair studied at the University of Central Lancashire’s Institute
of Coaching and Performance, as part of the MSA’s move to
spearhead qualiﬁed coaching in motor sport. The MSA supported
the coaches in their studies to ensure that its talent development
programme is in line with the established best practice principles
prevalent in other sports.
The two-year qualiﬁcation is recognised as the ﬁrst endorsed level
4 UK Coaching Certiﬁcate.The MSA Level 2 coaching award will
become available publicly in the New Year.
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WRGB STEM days a great success
Go Motorsport was part of an impressive STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) Industry Awareness
area at Wales Rally GB’S Deeside Service Park.
Organised by the Welsh Government and partners, it
was designed to help students ﬁnd out more about
studies and careers in STEM-based industries. It featured
over 30 exhibitors, including colleges and engineering
companies, with the likes of Airbus and JCB on hand with
interactive displays. Bloodhound, the land speed record
project aiming to break 1000mph, also took part.
Go Motorsport ran a wheel-change competition and
navigational challenge. More than 300 wheel changes
were completed, allowing students to get hands-on with
a Junior 1000 rally car and discover more about careers
in the sport.

www.gomotorsport.net
P16

Jess Fack, MSA Development Manager, said: “The
event was a great way to interact and engage with
students and help inspire them into careers in the STEM
based industries. Motor sport provides exciting career
opportunities and Go Motorsport were delighted to be
in attendance in this event to give the students a hands
on experience and get them to consider the sport as an
inspiration to further their studies.”
All schools in Wales were invited to come and enjoy
the various educational exhibits, with over 1,300 young
people taking up the opportunity. They also toured the
busy Wales Rally GB Service Park and the Toyota Engine
Plant, where several of the company’s motor sport
heritage vehicles were on special display.
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Go Motorsport volunteer
recruitment at WRGB
The Go Motorsport team and Pete Wilson from the
British Motorsport Marshals Club ran a volunteer
recruitment stand at the Wales Rally GB Service
Park. They spoke to hundreds of visitors and gave
out information on how people can volunteer in
motor sport.
“With such a wide variety of roles there really is
something for everyone and that is the message that
we were really trying to get across on the stand,” said
Go Motorsport’s Jess Fack. “It was great to talk to so
many interested people and point them in the direction
of their local clubs so they can get involved.”

Mechanical manoeuvres
in the dark
Some of those attending the spectator stages on the
opening night of the Roger Albert Clark Rally got more
than they bargained for at Herington Park, Sunderland. In
between two runs of the stage, Go Motorsport ran a ‘Pop
Up Autotest’.
Passenger rides were given to 60 members of the public,
most of whom were having their ﬁrst experience of motor
sport. There was continuous action from the ﬁve cars taking
part, which represented typical PCA and Classic rally cars
used on events in the North East. The action was quick,
sideways and very competitive, with three cars tying for
fastest time.
The test was run by members of Whickham & District
Motor Club and the drivers came from a selection of clubs
around the area. There was a Go Motorsport gazebo where
spectators could ﬁnd out more about how to get involved.
“Similar events around the country have been very
successful in getting our message across. There is no
better way to demonstrate how much fun motorsport can
be than from the passenger seat of a competing car,” said
Peter Metcalfe, RDO for the North East & Cumbria. “Test
events are so cheap and accessible that they are relevant to
most people and it’s easy to explain how anyone can have
a go. The R.A.C. Rally have appreciated what we are doing
and have been really helpful all along. I really hope that we
can run more passenger ride events in the future as it’s a
great way to show club level motor sport at its best.”

AutoSOLO returns to ASI
with Go Motorsport
For the third year running, Go Motorsport in conjunction
with local car clubs will be running a demonstration
AutoSOLO with free passenger rides at Autosport
International.
As in 2014, the club motor sport experience will be running
for all four days of the show (8-11 January) to give as
many visitors as possible the chance to experience club
motor sport for free. The show provides Go Motorsport
with a great opportunity to capture the public interest and
demonstrate that motor sport can is a lot more accessible
than it may appear.
“The passenger rides have proved to be a real attraction,
with over 1200 people taking advantage of the opportunity
last year and a good number of those going along to local
club events afterwards,” said Jess Fack, MSA Development
Manager. “For 2015 we have been inundated with support
from experienced AutoSOLO and PCA drivers to encourage
new people into the grassroots. It is really positive to see
the support coming in from current competitors who want
to show that there is something for everyone in motor sport
and the Go Motorsport team would like to thank every
person involved in running this activity for giving up their
time to help us secure the sport for the future.”

P17

Go Motorsport

MSA NEWS | DECEMBER 2014

Clark helps clubs as Christmas approaches
The run up to Christmas has seen many towns turn on their Christmas lights and host special shopping
days. According to Scotland RDO Alison Clark, busy events like these are the perfect opportunity for
motor clubs to expose the club and promote their activities.
Jumping on this opportunity, Clark organised for clubs to have
displays at some of these promotional days, with many taking
along a competition car. “Time is the biggest challenge for clubs in
organising promotional events,” Clark said. “Most clubs would like
to be part of these local events but ﬁnding willing club members to
plan it can sometimes be a struggle. I asked clubs if they needed
any help in liaising with their local councils to plan a display and
many were grateful for the extra support.”
One of these, the 750 Motor Club, had a stand at the Christmas
event in Brechin and will also be at Montrose later in the month.
Club member Daniel Rae was happy with the turnout of crowds
and the locals enjoyed the opportunity to explore the unusual
autotest Mini.
Another club to engage with the local community in this way was
Coltness Car Club. The Lanarkshire-based club runs the Colin
McRae Forest Stages around Aberfeldy, which is well supported
by Perth and Kinross Council. The Coltness team set up an
impressive display in Perth city centre, with an inﬂatable arch
and a Junior 1000 rally car. Bathed in unseasonal sunshine, the
event drew large crowds and was a great way for the club to
give something back to the region which has backed the rally for
several years.
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“The Coltness team
organised this themselves,
and it’s great to see
a club with enough
enthusiasm and support
to execute this,” Clark
said. “At the Scottish Rally
Championship Awards
Dinner on Saturday night,
the club was awarded
the Chairman’s Cup for
the McRae Stages being
judged the best event in
2014, testament to its
organisational teamwork.”
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TECHNICAL / SPORTING REGULATIONS
Senior class driver weights

Towing eyes

From 1 January 2015, drivers below the age of 16 competing
in a senior class will need to meet a minimum driver weight.
This minimum driver weight will be deﬁned in the class
regulations. There is an exemption for drivers holding an
International A or B licence. This is detailed in 2015 MSA
Yearbook regulation U15.3.2.

The MSA Technical Department wishes to remind
competitors of the regulatory requirements for towing eyes
in rallying and racing. The requirements for stage rallying and
racing are set out in (R)48.1.13. and (Q)19.1.3. respectively.

Cadet Axles
From 1 January 2015 all Cadet Class karts must be ﬁtted
with circlips on the ends of the rear axle. This regulation
can be found in 2015 MSA Kart Race Yearbook regulation
B1.5.1.

Harness damage
The MSA Technical Department received the image below,
showing the left-hand lap belt from the harness in a singleseater racing car.

The damage was reportedly done when using a knife to trim
a new foam-form seat whilst in the car. Please take care
when carrying out such work; an accidental nick in a strap’s
wedding can reduce its strength and render it unacceptable
at scrutineering.
There have also been reports of harness shoulder straps
suffering damage damaged by being hole-punched – or
otherwise ‘holed’ – to accept cable ties, so as to secure
items such as intercom microphones. If the webbing is
‘holed’ then the harness cannot be accepted for use.

There is freedom for this equipment to be of any suitable
material, providing that the ‘loop’ or ‘eye’ is of adequate size.
A scruffy piece of webbing, hole-punched to allow a bolt
to be passed through the material, is not acceptable; the
images show what happens if a piece of webbing is used as
a towing eye in this way.

To have your say on the latest regulation changes proposed by the Specialist
Committees, visit www.msauk.org/regulations.
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TECHNICAL / SPORTING REGULATIONS
Withdrawal of FIA Seat Homologation – RECARO “Pole Position”
The MSA wishes to convey the following notice from the FIA:

During the internal quality control process of the competition seats certiﬁed to the FIA 8855-1999
Standard, RECARO found that the Pole Position seat with the homologation number CS.997.00 does not
comply with all the requirements deﬁned in the FIA 8855-1999 standard.
The FIA therefore decided that for safety reasons the homologation of the following competition seat,
whatever the manufacturing date, is withdrawn with immediate effect:
Make
RECARO GmbH&Co (DEU)

Model
POLE POSITION

Homologation Number
CS.997.00

As these seats can no longer be considered as complying with the FIA 8855-1999 standard, their use
is prohibited in all cases in which compliance with the above mentioned standard is mandatory. This
decision will be published in the next edition of the FIA bulletin.
Please note that a complete and up to date list of competition seats homologated according to the
FIA 8855-1999 standard may at any time be accessed on the FIA website (http://www.ﬁa.com/sport/
homologation).
UK competitors should kindly note that this means such seats are not acceptable in MSA Stage Rallying, whatever the
event status, nor in any National competition where there is a mandatory requirement for use of FIA homologated seats.
Recaro has set up a hotline to deal with any enquiries: 00 49 202 2515 620. This is open seven days a week during normal
ofﬁce hours, German time (one hour ahead of UK time).

Frontal Head Restraints (FHRs)
A guidance document on the use of Frontal Head
Restraints (FHRs) is available in the Resource Centre on
the MSA website, or by clicking here:
https://www.msauk.org/assets/fhrguidance.pdf
FHRs are designed to restrain the driver’s head relative to
the torso during frontal and angled-frontal impacts, thereby
reducing the loads to the head and neck. They will become
mandatory for drivers of post-2000 single-seaters next
season and all circuit racers – except historic – from 2016,
following the recent ruling by the Motor Sports Council.
The relevant new regulations can be found here:
www.msauk.org/assets/ruleswinter2014.pdf

2007 Cadet kart chassis homologations
The validity of Cadet chassis homologated in 2007 was originally intended to expire at the end of 2015 but has been
extended by one year to 31 December 2016. This accounts for a delayed start to the planned 2010 homologation period.
The list of currently homologated and acceptable chassis for the Cadet class is published in the MSA Kart Race Yearbook,
Appendix 1, and will remain the same in 2015 and 2016.
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@ThanksMarshal
Hi, I’m Marshal, the motor sport volunteer! I
want to roar in to as many different events this
year as possible and I need your help to do it!
Does your club want me to help on stage or
help out the results team, get my paws dirty in
scrutineering or marshal on the hills? All you
have to do is email volunteer@gomotorsport.net
or tweet @thanksmarshal to tell me when your
event is and what you have in mind that I can
get stuck into.
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@MSportLtd’s
Malcolm Wilson,
looking somewhat
bemused.

Look out for some fun initiatives over
the year that will help me get out and
about to your events and if you spot me
at an event make sure you grab me for a
selﬁe. I will be showing you where I get to on
my travels and I can’t wait to meet you all
whilst taking part in the best sport in the world!

All ready for my recruiting
trip to @WalesRallyGB

@rallynews A bit of shelter from
the rain with Marshal in the STEM
tent @WalesRallyGB #marshal
@ThanksMarshal @MSAUK

With new @
MSATeamUK recruit
Chris Ingram!

My Finnish friend,
@JariMattiWRC!
@WalesRallyGB #WRGB

Found a place to keep warm...
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Hangin’ out
with downhill
bike legend
Gee Atherton!

@ThanksMarshal
general news
All set up at
the volunteer
recruitment
stand in the
@WalesRallyGB
Service Park

Mastered the
@GoMotorsport
wheel change
competition!

A very handsome man.
And @AMikkelsenRally.
#WRGB @WalesRallyGB

Hayden Paddon said
#ThanksMarshal!

With Championship
runners up Charlie Barlow
and Tom Hutchings
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@ThanksMarshal
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Lots of lion power
required to run
motorsport events!

Go on Elf, keep it
lit! @ElfynEvans @
WalesRallyGB #WRGB

Taking my seat in
the ﬂying Micra!

With Championship runners
up Charlie Barlow and Tom
Hutchings
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The rather rapid @krismeeke said
#ThanksMarshal! @WalesRallyGB #WRGB
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@ThanksMarshal
general news

Big @ThanksMarshal
@WalesRallyGB!
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